Herbert  Rowse Armstrong.
Dr Bernard H. SpHsbury
American?—I think I have referred to it once or twice, but I do
not know the book well.
Ani I right in saying that in. very extreme cawes, and only in
very extreme cases, a person may live up till four loon days after a
fatal dose of arsenic?—It is conceivable, and 1 dare aay cases have
been recorded.
That is all I put, fourteen days. Would you agree that it is
quite likely cases are reported to that effect;?—I daro say; that
is to say, under special conditions.
In such a case would the symptoms be intermittent; they could
not go on continuously, could they, for fourteen days J—Not severe
symptoms, no.
The symptoms would have to be severe, less severe, more
severe, intermittent, and so on?—I should not like to uro the term
intermittent; I would rather say the symptoms would change in
character in the course of the illness.
You have already told me that with regard to five, six, seven,
or eight days, those are quite possible caaos?—Certainly, yos.
I want to get that quite clear in case anything later on is
said about them; they are not cases which are terribly infrequent;
they are not the sort of case whore you have to say, this is the
one case in ten years?—Oh, no; they are not by any moans com-
mon, but they are not by any means rare.
They are not by any means very infrequent?—No,
I may have misunderstood the evidence yesterday of Dr.
Townsend, although I was listening very carefully to it. Do you
draw a distinction between a supreHtrion of urine and retention
of urine ?—Oh, yes.
They are clearly different things, are they not?-—Yea.
The evidence is that after Mrs. Armstrong was admitted to
Barnwood urine was drawn off?—Yea, as Boon as Bhe entered.
And then that there was no further natural xirino for twenty-
four hours?—That is right.
"Would not that be rather retention than suppression?—Hither
complete suppression or great reduction in the so wot ion of urine,
Am I not right in saying that a woman being taken to an
asylum, realising that she has gone to an asylum and having
had urine drawn off upon arrival at that asylum, it would
not be a very extraordinary thing, would it, for her to retain
urine for twenty-fours hours?—In t-ho ordinary way it would be
very unusual*
I agree in the ordinary way. I do not want you to take the
ordinary woman going about; I am dealing with a woman who
is suffering from acute melancholia and who ia taken to an asylum
suddenly in new surroundings, the surroundings of an asylum;
may not that cause retention of urine 7—She certainly might not
pass urine for some time after entering, I agree, with the unusual
surroundings, but I should not expect it to be retained for so
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